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Ice Artist At Work                                                                                       

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     Faith and Bill Wilkinson arrive at Winter Carn ival 
 

 
Spring is Vernal Pools Certification Time 

 
 As the winter snows thaw, the melt-water fills up 
temporary ponds that will soon serve as nurseries for several 
species of amphibians and invertebrates.  The Vernal Pools 
Certification Team has two outings planned.  We’ll search 
for and explore some pools, and then we’ll gather the data 
needed to certify and protect these delicate habitats. 
 Join us for the fun on Saturday April 12 or Sunday 
April 27.  See the spring schedule for all the details.  
 

NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY. 
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 By Faith Wilkinson 

 
What a perfect day for the Winter Carnival! Snow the night 
before and flurries during the day. Snow shoeing, x-c skiing 
was available for all to enjoy. Truly a winter wonderland 
right here at Pearl Hill State Park. The food and drinks were 
hot and delicious. The black bean soup was hearty comfort 
food.  
 
The exhibits were captivating and thought provoking. The 
personable, friendly rescue dogs won everyone’s heart and 
you didn’t have to be lost to meet them or their handlers. 
The Alpacas brought a south of the border flavor to the day 
and were a big hit with all. 
 
The talented ice sculptor created a striking rendition of the 
FOWB logo accompanied by sculptures of small animals. 
While sculpting the ice he carried on conversation with 
young and old alike explaining how he made this beautiful 
artwork. 
 
Of course the highlight of the day was the camaraderie of 
the attendees and the wonderful people who volunteered 
their time and efforts to make the day a great success and 
left all wishing for more and anticipating next year’s event. 
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Annual Meeting  
Thursday, June 26, 2008 

Save the Date! 
 
 Circle June 26 on your calendar and plan to 
attend the Friends of Willard Brook Annual Meeting.  A 
potluck supper feast will be followed by election of 
board members and a special program.  Memberships 
may also be renewed then.  Invitations with the details 
will arrive in your mailboxes in early June. 
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Winter Carnival Black Bean Soup 
 
Visitors loved the black bean soup at Winter Carnival.  If 
you would like to cook some up for yourself, here’s the 
recipe: 
 
2/3 cup chopped onion (chop very fine) 
4 cloves of minced garlic 
1 TBS ground cumin 
1/4 tsp to 1/2 tsp. of red pepper flakes 
3  15-oz cans of black beans  
1 1/2 cups chicken or vegetable broth 
1 to 2 cups of mild (or medium if you want it hot)  
               chunky salsa 
2 TBS fresh lime juice 
 
Saute onion, garlic, cumin and pepper flakes in a 
little vegetable oil until the onion is soft. 
Add the beans, chicken broth, salsa, lime juice and 
simmer for 30 minutes.  Taste to correct the 
seasoning. Add more salsa or red pepper flakes 
if you want it spicier.  If it is too thick you can 
add a little more broth.  It should be thick but able 
to be ladled out. 
 

Thank-you to Winter Carnival Donors and Volunteers 
 

Below is a list of those whose generosity made winter carnival happen. Thank you! 
 

Volunteers 
 

Tom Nevins    Shannon Ireland    Laura Shannon                   
Eric Lindstrom    Chelsea Bojarsky                    Rachael Chapman 
Alexa Duplak      Justin Kennedy    Linda Ireland      
Chris Erban    Bob Plamondon                     Rollin Willis 
Alan Ewald        Don Stoddard    John D’Angelillo                     
Joellyn Nevins    Hayley Adams         Deborah Smith 
Kathleen Fitzpatrick       Jan Johnson    Paula Packard        
Joel Friedlander    Heidi Threinen                      Suzanna Black 
Rhonda Plamondon   Duane Cromwell    Dave Ryder        
Joanie MacPhee    Eino Kauppi    Lunenburg Snow Riders 
    Pam and Mark Welty of Silver Oak Alpacas 
 

Donors 
 

Evans     Hannaford’s Supermarket   Amanda Dwight Fund   
McDonalds          Dunkin Donuts     Patriot Pizza 
Apple Meadow Hardware         Sovereign Bank      Old Brick Store   
Farmers Exchange         Townsend Photo                    Brick Steamer 
Eastern Mountain Sports         Sussie Holzberlein   Faith Wilkinson   
Eino Kauppi          Jayne Perkins 
 
Thank you to all DCR staff and participants – Ed Torcoletti, Bruce Colburn, Smokey the Bear, DCR Search and Rescue 
Dogs and their handlers. 

Our Favorite Owl, aka Joanie MacPhee 

 
The richness I achieve comes from nature, the 
source of my inspiration.. 

Claude Monet 
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Spring Schedule 2008 
 
Saturday, April 12.  10:00.  Vernal Pools Field Work.  Cathy Kristofferson and Emily Norton will co-lead this field work day as 
the vernal pools team checks out some potential vernal pools in the state forest.  Learn about this fragile ecosystem and participate 
in the process of vernal pool certification.  Some waders will be available, but bring your own if you have them.  Meet at Memorial 
Hall parking lot in Townsend center.  We will carpool to the vernal pool sites from there.  Call Emily Norton at 978-597-3553 or 
email at Emily@willardbrook.org  for more information. 
 
Saturday, April 19.  10:00 – 11:30.  Morning Walk.  Go on a leisurely walk through town and state property.  View the 
Squannacook River, and visit Black Rock and The Point.  Meet at Squannacook Elementary School upper parking lot on route 13 
just north of Townsend center.  Leader:  Rhonda Plamondon.  Call Rhonda at 978-877-8489 with questions. 
 
Sunday, April 20.  10:00.  Hike in Townsend State Forest.  Leader Paul Sebring will follow the windy trails through some of the 
lesser known parts of Townsend State Forest.  Meet at the Dudley Road parking lot across from Atwood Acres. Wear sturdy hiking 
boots and bring water and snack.  Call Paul at 978-597-5047 for more information. 
 
Saturday, April 26.  10:00-3:00.  Townsend’s Earth Day Celebration.  Take part in Earth Day at Townsend Common.  Visit the 
Friends of Willard Brook table.  This year’s theme will focus on energy conservation.  Rain date:  Sunday, April 27, 12-4. 
 
Saturday, April 26.  11:00-12:00.  Fly Fishing Seminar for Teenagers.  with Eino Kauppi, Townsend resident and treasurer for 
Friends of Willard Brook, who has successfully taught fly fishing on the Squannacook River for more than 20 years.  Get an 
overview of the sport of fly fishing, including the aspects of casting, equipment, the fish’s environment, and the practice of good 
conservation.  Meet at Pearl Hill State Park parking lot on New Fitchburg Road in West Townsend.  For more information, call Eino 
at 978-597-0248. 
 
Saturday, April 26. 1:00-2:00.  Beaver Hike exploring beaver habitat with Eino Kauppi.  Learn about the beaver’s life, its habitat, 
and its role in nature.  Meet at Pearl Hill State Park parking lot on New Fitchburg Road in West Townsend.  For more information, 
call Eino at 978-597-0248. 
 
Sunday, April 27.  10:00.  Vernal Pools Field Work.  Cathy Kristofferson and Emily Norton will co-lead this field work day as 
the vernal pools team checks out some more potential vernal pools in the state forest.  Learn about this fragile ecosystem and 
participate in the process of vernal pool certification.  Some waders will be available, but bring your own if you have them.  Meet at 
Memorial Hall parking lot in Townsend center.  We will carpool to the vernal pool sites from there.  Call Emily Norton at 978-597-
3553 for more information. 
 
Saturday, May 3.  9:00.  Neat Streets Clean-up.  Friends of Willard Brook has joined the Townsend Neat Streets Campaign by 
adopting the streets surrounding Pearl Hill State Park.  Join your neighbors at the entrance to Pearl Hill State Park for a morning 
litter pick-up.  Bring water, snack and gloves.  We’ll provide trash bags and orange vests.  Call Joellyn Nevins at 978-597-8151 to 
register. 
 
Saturday, May 10.  4:00-5:30.  Afternoon Walk.  Go on a leisurely walk through town and state property.  View the Squannacook 
River, and visit Black Rock and The Point.  Meet at Squannacook Elementary School upper parking lot on route 13 just north of 
Townsend center.  Leader:  Rhonda Plamondon.  Call Rhonda at 978-877-8489 with questions. 
 
Saturday, May 17. Park Serve Day on the Nashua River Rail Trail .  Help Friends of Willard Brook celebrate this statewide 
service day to state parks by attending the annual clean-up of the rail trail.  At 10:00, arrive at the Ayer end of the trail, the Sand Hill 
Road parking lot in Groton, Pepperell center, or the Nashua end of the trail. We’ll also try to complete the clean-up of an old dump 
site off River Street in Dunstable.  Register at any of those spots and receive your official litter bags and gloves.  Fill your bags with 
litter, and leave them along the trailside for noontime pick-up.  Call Emily Norton at 978-597-3553 with questions. 
 
Saturday, May 24. 11:00-12:00 Fly-fishing Seminar with Eino Kauppi, Townsend resident and treasurer for Friends of Willard 
Brook, who has successfully taught fly fishing on the Squannacook River for more than 20 years.  Get an overview of the sport of 
fly fishing, including the aspects of casting, equipment, the fish’s environment, and the practice of good conservation.  Meet at Pearl 
Hill State Park parking lot on New Fitchburg Road in West Townsend.  For more information, call Eino at 978-597-0248. 
 
Saturday, May 24. 1:00-2:00  Beaver Hike exploring beaver habitat with Eino Kauppi.  Learn about the beaver’s life, its habitat, 
and its role in nature.  Meet at Pearl Hill State Park parking lot.  For more information, call Eino at 978-597-0248. 
 

Continued on page four 
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                  Alpaca Enjoys Winter Carnival 
 

 
The Brooks of Our Parks 

by Clare Kauppi 
 

Material courtesy of the Townsend Historical Society 
 
 When you think about Willard Brook State Park 
many images are conjured up in your mind.  The tall pines 
swaying in the breeze, the noisy little brooks in 
summertime, or the raging brooks in springtime, the owl 
who hoots not just in the nighttime…. But have you ever 
wondered where the streams who give the parks their names 
come from and what their history may be? 
 To start we need to explore the stream and how it 
got its name.  In a memorandum talk given in 1951 by Carl 
Willard who gleaned much of his info from Sawtelle’s 
History of Townsend states that Willard Brook was 
probably named for Samuel Willard, born in Lancaster, Ma 
in 1690.  Samuel commanded a company of scouts in 1725 
and marched northwesterly in pursuit of Indians. 
 A reservoir located in the southwestern part of 
Ashby is the stream’s source. It drains the easterly slope of 
Blood Hill, a part of which is in Ashburnham. Two-thirds of 
the Town of Ashby is drained by this stream.  After it leaves 
Ashby’s South Village, its course is easterly.  For a distance 
of half a mile before it reaches the margin of Townsend, its 
channel is deeply sunken between the hills, where it rushes 
onward down the ravine and on its rocky bed, “foaming and 
howling in its mad career” till impeded in its course by a 
massin stone dam thrown across the stream, where it 
partially “waits further orders”.  Its largest tributary is Trap 
Falls Brook, which leaps into it just before it leaves the 
Town of Ashby. It discharges its waters into the 
Squannicook River in the southeasterly part of Ashby 
swamp.  Willard Brook is the nearest typical mountain 
stream to be reached from the thickly settled eastern cities. 
The brook is a series of little water falls and runs through a 
beautiful valley covered with rich vegetation, trees, shrubs 
and ground cover. The area’s beauty reaches its height 
during laurel blooming peak when the brooks’ banks and 
steep hillsides are covered with blossoms.  Indeed, it is the 
laurel picture perfect in nature’s own setting. 
 As Willard Brook transverses Ashby and 
Townsend from the northwest, Pearl Hill Brook has its 
source from the springs of Pearl Hill in Fitchburg.  Its 
course is northerly through a valley between a spur of the 
Turkey Hills (Lunenburg) and the western slope of Bayberry 
Hill, in connection with other highlands adjoining 
Lunenburg.  This is a favorite brook.  It is never dry and it 
seldom remains frozen over in the winter for any length of 
time.  There is a drive-way through it from the Ashby road, 
which is much used for watering horses.  This is the fifth 
and last brook that flows into the river in Ash Swamp, 
closing in there just below the mouth of Willard Brook. 

Spring Schedule 2008 Continued 
 
Saturday, June 14. 1:00-3:00 Kite-making and 
Letterboxing for Kids of All Ages at Pearl Hill State Park 
field. Make a simple kite from a trash bag, straws and string.  
This kite flies in the gentlest breeze!  Carve a letter box stamp, 
and then search for the hidden boxes using special clues.  This 
is lots of fun for the whole family.  Small donation is 
requested to cover the cost of materials.  Call Emily Norton 
(978-597-3553) with questions. 
 
Saturday, June 21.  10:00 – 11:30.  Morning Walk.  Go on a 
leisurely walk through town and state property.  View the 
Squannacook River, and visit Black Rock and The Point.  
Meet at Squannacook Elementary School upper parking lot on 
route 13 just north of Townsend center.  Leader:  Rhonda 
Plamondon.  Call Rhonda at 978-877-8489 with questions. 
 
Saturday, June 21. 11:00-12:00 Fly-fishing Seminar with 
Eino Kauppi, Townsend resident and treasurer for Friends of 
Willard Brook, who has successfully taught fly fishing on the 
Squannacook River for more than 20 years.  Get an overview 
of the sport of fly fishing, including the aspects of casting, 
equipment, the fish’s environment, and the practice of good 
conservation.  Meet at Pearl Hill State Park parking lot on 
New Fitchburg Road in West Townsend.  For more 
information, call Eino at 978-597-0248. 
 
Saturday, June 21. 1:00-2:00  Beaver Hike exploring beaver 
habitat with Eino Kauppi.  Learn about the beaver’s life, its 
habitat, and its role in nature.  Meet at Pearl Hill State Park 
parking lot.  For more information, call Eino at 978-597-0248. 
 
Thursday, June 26.  Friends of Willard Brook Annual 
Meeting.  Save the Date! 
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Murals for the Nashua River Rail Trail 
Friends of the NRRT branch of FOWB  

Duane Cromwell, Chairman 
     
 After the Nashua River Rail Trail opened in 
October of 2002, it didn't take long for graffiti to begin 
appearing on the underpasses on Pleasant and Peabody 
Streets, and before long, the "canvasses" were completely 
covered.  While regarded as art by some, to most, the 
graffiti was an unsightly blemish on the otherwise scenic 
and serene country views that characterize the length of 
the trail.  It was a reminder that there are some members 
of our society who regard "the commons", the places we 
all own and share, as theirs, and don't hesitate to despoil it 
for the rest of us through various forms of auditory, 
visual, and physical pollution.  While much of the 
"tagging" was in the form of unsightly scrawls, there also 
appeared in the mix, rude and offensive language and 
some racist comments about various minority and 
religious groups.   
 Some of the most frequent users of the trail are 
parents with children on bicycles who come to exercise 
and let their children practice their biking skills away 
from the dangers of traffic.  The graffiti comments were 
not something we wanted the children to see as part of 
their experience of the trail.  So the Friends of the Nashua 
River Rail Trail (FNRRT), a "branch" of the Friends of 
Willard Brook, decided to take on a project to cover the 
graffiti immediately, and eventually replace it with 
something that would add to, instead of detract from, the 
experience of the trail. 
 Using some funds raised during the 5th 
Anniversary celebration of the opening of the trail last 
fall, some cement paint was purchased. With DCR's 
permission and participation, the graffiti was covered in 
the fall.  While the paint was being applied, the Friends 
members were amazed at how many people stopped by to 
express their appreciation and to offer help, as well as 
suggest creative ways to replace the graffiti. 
 One idea that had been discussed at several 
FNRRT meetings was the possibility of getting local art 
students and others involved in creating murals for the 
underpasses.  We developed a plan by which a group of 
art students from the local schools, some of their 
sponsoring teachers, some other local artists, some 
members of FNRRT, and some DCR staff would come 
together and go through a brainstorming process by which 
potential subjects and designs for murals on the 
underpasses would be proposed.  After a process of 
selection, refining, and planning, and with DCR's final 
approval, we would apply the murals using student and 
other volunteer labor.  Joni Parker-Roach, the founder and 
owner of the NOA Galley in Groton, volunteered to lead 
the design phase of the process.  We then wrote an 
application to the Groton Cultural Council for funds to 
complete the murals, and in December, our proposal was  

accepted and will be funded for $1000.00 to complete the 
murals. 
 Since having murals on the underpasses will do 
little to discourage the "taggers", as soon as the murals are 
completed, the plan is to cover them with a clear anti-graffiti 
coating which will allow the quick and easy removal of any 
tagging that does occur.  These coatings are some 
combination of Teflon and epoxy and are quite durable, but 
also quite expensive.  We applied for a grant from DCR's 
Matching Grants program, and were approved for funds to 
buy the anti-graffiti coating needed. 
 The current plan calls for the design phase to be 
completed before the end of the school year in May, and for 
the murals to be applied sometime in the fall, when school is 
back in session.  All ideas for the subjects of the murals are 
welcome in the brainstorming phase.  So far, suggestions 
have included something on the history of the railroad, such 
a paintings of the old locomotives that used the line, 
morphing into modern trains, perhaps morphing into 
bicyclists, a rainbow or other nature scenes, a representation 
of the Groton downtown and its landmarks and attractions, a 
space reserved for graffiti that is really good and has artistic 
merit, and so on.  
 We are very excited about this project and 
hopefully, you will see an announcement of an unveiling 
ceremony for the murals sometime next fall. Volunteers to 
help manage and complete the project are welcome and 
encouraged and you can reach the Friends of the Nashua 
River Rail Trail branch of FOWB by calling Duane @ 987-
257-6614 or email dcromwell@iname.com. 

 

James from EMS teaches new skiiers 
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