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Tom French Explains
White-Nose Syndrome in Bats

Thirty five heartysouls came out on a very
rainy night to attend the FOWB Annual Meeting.
Friends enjoyed a delicious potluck supper followed |
a brief business meeting. We thanked retiring board
members Eino Kauppi and Don Stoddard for their
service. Both had been mbars of the board since
FOWB6s beginning. We al
member Doug Reynolds and returning board membe
Ray Jackson and Emily Norton. An informative talk
and slide show was presented by Tom French of the
Natural Heritage and Endangered Spedrogram.

White-nose syndrome, an emerging disease
caused by an invasive fungus, is attacking the bats o
the Northeast, especially the bats that spend winters
hibernating in caves. The fungus, unlike most fungi,
prefers the cool temperatures of eav Causing a skin
irritation, the fungus harms the bats by causing tears
their thin wing membranes and waking the bats up
during hibernation. The constant waking during the

Invasive Plants Committee Forms

Friends of Willard Brook has recently formed a
new committee whose purpose is to seek and destroy
invasive plant populations that threatbr native species
in our regionds par ksisten (
Phragmitescolony located in the Dead Swamp of
Townsend State Forest. Doug Reynolds and Emily
Norton recently visited the site to GPS the location and
measure the size of the colony. It turned out that there
were actually two colonies, one maiatph about 20
meters in diameter with thick growth of stems and a
satellite colony of scattered stems about 10 meters in
diameter. That size is both good news and bad news.
good news is that there is an excellent chance of
eradicating the invasive guht from the Dead Swamp. Th
bad news is that the growth is large enough to necessit
herbicide treatment. The best time to treat the stems id
late August or September. After thygearly checks will
be necessary to remove any new shoots that sfycon
seeds.

The cost of herbicide treatment for that one are
will probably be about $106% 1 5 0 0 . I f w
colony, it will be a short period of time before all of the
Dead Swamp is one monocultureRifragmites If
FOWB hopes to treat othareas of the Willard Brook
compl ex, wedll need to fi
own treasury. For that reason we are currently in the
process of applying for a sizeable grant from the Natio
Fish and Wildlife Founda
I ni t i Awaid veeipients will not be announced unti
2011, so the grant, if we get it, will be too late to help u
with the herbicide treatment at the Dead Swamp.
However, it wauld allow us to support efforte fight
invasive plants elsewhere.

winter burns too much energy, so the bats use up the
fat reserves by migvinter. Hungry, they may fly out o
the caves in search of food in rieéébruary, find none,
and then freeze to death in the cold night temperatur
Sometimes, they just remain in the caves and die of
starvation. Cave bat populations have plummeted in
past few years. None of the attempts to treat bats h
worked. At this point, the hope is that enough bats
become resistant to the fungus to be able to slowly b
the populations back up to healthy levels.

Emily Norton

PhragmitesColony in Dead Swamp
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Have You Met ¢€e¢éé
Joellyn and Tom Nevins

Tom and Joellyn Nevins, residents of
Townsendor 37 years, are integral members of
F O WB Bosird of Directors. In the few years
theyodove been official
so much to improve and expand our organization.

Tom has been responsible for our website, updati
and embellishing itdesign, creating useful links an
responding to questions from website visitors.
Joellyn and Tom got FO
Neat Streets program. Through their efforts we h{
adopted the roads that make up the perimeter of
Pearl Hill State ParkTom and Joellyn lead spring
and fall litter pickups there. At practically all our
events, Tom and Joellyn have been essential,
whet her it was buildin
parade, planning games for Winter Carnival, takin
photos, writing thankousto our volunteers, or
organizing meals. In addition, they have led hikes
and geocaching progranB.hi s s ummer
a trip to a quaking bog hidden in Townsend.

So, who are these very essential directors
Joellyn was born in Lowell, but she greip all over
the place, as she was
in northern New Jersey where he saw his hometo
grow from a tiny 5000 to 25,000! Joellyn and Toni
met in college on a blind date. After marryifigm
worked for NCR Corporation, while Jogtl taught
elementary school. They are now enjoying the
freedom to pursue more of their interests as they
have both retired from their careers. They have t
grown children, two sons and a daughter, and the
also have two grandsons.

Tom and Joellyn sire a love of the
outdoors, hiking, camping, fishing and geocaching
They reminisce about adventures in the New Jers
pine barrens, Vermont, Maine and Cape Cod. Th
also love spending days walking around Boston,
raving about the Arnold Arboretum and Mt
Auburn Cemetery. Indoors, they are avid readers
cooks, and they share the kitchen duties, whipping
up nightly gourmet dinners.

AiHats Offo to Joell
They are two reasons Friends of Willard Brook
continues to flourish.

Emily Norton

Joellyn and Tom Nevins
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Eino Kauppi teaches the art of fly fishing
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Friends of Willard Brook
Summer Schedule 2010

Saturday, July 10, 10:301:30. Blueberry Picking on Watatic. Climb Mount Watatic, enjoy a picnic lunch, and

pick a bucketful of ripe blueberries at the summit. Meet in Ashburnhéme &oute 119 parking lot for Watatic

located 1.6 miles west of Route 101. Bring a bag lunch, water and empty containers for the berries. Wear sturdy
hiking boots. Call Emily Norton with questions at S%587-3553.

Saturday, July 17, 10:30-11:30. BZZZZ ! Native BeesTheir Identification and Life Histories. Join our
dragonfly expert, Michaeleit, as he shares his latest love, be@$iserve the bees using cldseusing
binoculars.We have several to share; bring your own if you have tHdeet at he Damon Pond parking lot of
Willard Brook State Forest in AshbyCall Emily Norton at 97&697-3553 for more information.

Saturday, July 24, 9:00. Wildflowers and Natural History Walk. Join botanist Doug Reynolds for an afternoon

of finding wildflowersand other green plantoug will tell you more than tirenames he 61 1 t each vyo
natural history, their ecological roles and their connectiohsnars. The tri p will take us t
of Watatic where the ski slope used teie We 6 | | onBeneett Road in Ashby. Directions: Take 119W

through Ashby center. Just beyond the Ashburnham town line, take a right onto Pillsbury Road, and then a left
onto Bennett RoadLook for the gated trailheaapproximately ¥ mile up Bewrit Road.Call Emily Norton at
978597-3553 with questions.

Saturday, August 14, 11:00. Aquatic PlantsSuzanna Black frankly admits to limited knowledge of aquatic

plants but would like to learn more about them. Come join her and other FOWB memensuit of this.

Suzanna will bring field guides and enthusiasm. Come prepared to get wet feet and have a good time. Meet at the
Damon Pond parking lot at Willard Brook State Fare3all Suzanna at 97448-5301with questions.

Saturday, August 21,9:30. Bog Walk. Joellyn and Tom Nevins will lead us to a small quaking bog in Townsend
made famous in Neil Jorgensenb6s book AA Sierra Club
parking lot at the end of EIm Street (southtaf Squanacook River, off of route 13)Call Tom or Joellyn at 978
597-8151 for more information.

Saturday, September 11, 10:0Q:00 Trails Work on the Dead Swamp Trail Please meet at the Fessenden Hill
Rd. parking area at the trail heaBring work gloves, \ater, and a lunch/snack, and wear old clothes because we
will be painting trail markers onto the treeRlease register by calling Sussie Holzberlein-8026137 because
there may be other items that should be brought when you come, but we will knbettbatvhen the time gets
closer.

Michael Veit and Friends on the Hunt for Bees!
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DCR/Forest News

It's been busy here as we get everything ready for summer.

The eletrician has been here wiring the yurt as well as repairing the electrical line tq
Damon Pond Camp Area restroom. We have added additional sand to the Damon Pond b
We have been installing pedestal grills in the picnic areas at various locatidnsg expect to
continue this project into the camping areas when more grills become available.

The interior of the Trap Falls Restroom has a fresh coat of paint. We have hauled W
chips to the Trap Falls area to improve the walk ways and cover itierous tree roots.

Drainage improvements have been done on the Richardson Truck Trail, and we ho
get the washouts graded soon.

Rob Johnson is continuing his work on the Fire Break in Townsend State Forest ng
New Hampshire Line.

It looks like we will be quite busy for the Memaorial Day weekend. All possible
reservations are made for Pearl Hill, and we expect Damon Pond Camping area to be full

The Rail trail is in good shape, and we will delay mowing the trail sides until the firs
week in June because we want people to be able to enjoy the beautiful wildflowers along {
now.

The SCA (Americorps) did what they could on the Dead Swamp Trail, and they did
excellent job. There are only a few things left to complete the arzd that will happen with the
help of our friends.

Bruce Colburn
Willard Brook State Forest

Eino Kauppi leads his much loved beaver
program at Pearl Hill State Park. Helping Eino
educate the visitors is Bucky the Beaver.
Beavers have been doing lots of work at Pearl
Hill State Park; they have recently created a ne
pond near Old CityRoad.

Photo by Bruce Colburn

Yurt, n. a portable, tentlike dwelling made of a
framework of branches covered with felt, used b
nomadic Mongols in central Asias Russian
jurta< Turkic]

World Book Dictionary
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F.O.W.B. and Townsend Seniors

The Friendof Willard Brook and the
Townsend Senior Center joined forces andeatban
outdoor activity groupwalking, snowshoeing, X
country skiing). By the time this activity got
organized the snow was not of sufficient quality an{
guantity for snowshoeing or igkg.

We started our walking group on the first
Tuesday in March and have met every Tuesday
morning at the Sr. Center at 9:8Mh ever since, with
a few exceptions for raiouts. We have had as man|
as 13 eager participants and as few as 2. We wal

abwt 1 to 2 miles 1 n an . .
. . o ) Tuesday Morning Walkers:
our walking terrain. When the conditions were icy Irene Nicholson
stayed on the sidewalks, walking from the Sr. Cent El aine DdAngel i
to the center of town and back. When the conditio Melinda Ryder
became more favorable we hiked to Black Rautt a Amy Koski
through Howard Park. Brian Koski

There are many trails and walking paths ned

the Sr. Centethatareallwith n  Awal ki nd
Plansare being formulated to accessme of the

many trails directly from the Sr. Center and not via
the public roads, i.e. Duely Road.

This walking group is made up of mostly
people older than, shall we say 50, however we
welcome anyone who wants to take a nice leisurely
walk on Tuesday mornings. We have some very
interesting talks and observations; bird watching,
floral and veetation, as well as history lessons abo
our surroundings. We have had walkers from as fa
away as Michigan and Vermont.

We hope to see more new faces at our next
adventure. EVERYONE IS WELCOME. We try to
keep the pace as comfortable as our abilitiesva
Tuesday morning walks have been suspended for

summer, but they will resume in September.
John DO6AN

ifnWe believe that only wh
and that only when we care sufficiently will we help. A
we believe, too, that if we do not pull together to preve
the further deterioration of the fragile health of our
beautiful planet, any hope for the future is in vain. We
have reached a critical
Jane Goodall Photo by Clae Kauppi
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